Justice Centre

for Constitutional Freedoms

March 14, 2013

Dr. Feridun Hamdullahpur
President, University of Waterloo
200 University Avenue West
Waterloo, ON, N2L 3G1

Dear Dr. Hamdullahpur,

Not long ago, your campus security guards condoned the disruption of a speaking event at the
University of Waterloo featuring award-winning journalist and author Christie Blatchford. Ms.
Blatchford came to the University of Waterloo to speak about her controversial and politically
incorrect book “Helpless™ and was shouted down by protesters, who effectively brought an end to
the event.

Your University of Waterloo campus security guards stood by and watched, doing nothing to
stop the protesters from shouting down Ms. Blatchford. Campus security knowingly condoned
this forcible censoring of the expression of ideas that the protesters disagreed with.

The University of Waterloo apologized to Ms. Blatchford the following day, stating:

The University of Waterloo was disappointed that a guest invited to share a particular
perspective on a topic of importance to Canadians was silenced by protesters. Christie
Blatchford was scheduled to appear at the university on Friday night to discuss her new
book Helpless: Caledonia’s Nightmare of Fear and Anarchy, and How the Law Failed All
of Us. Due to safety issues, the university decided to reschedule the event.

The university considers Friday’s events as an attack on its presence as a place where
issues are explored, discussed and at times debated. The freedom to speak and to learn is
fundamental to the institution. Waterloo’s ethical behaviour policy states: ‘The
University is an autonomous community which exists to further the pursuit and
dissemination of knowledge and understanding through scholarship and teaching. The
University aims to ensure an environment of tolerance and respect and believes that the
right of individuals to advance their views openly must be upheld throughout the
University.” To ensure there is no doubt of the university’s convictions, Waterloo
President Feridun Hamdullahpur apologized to Ms. Blatchford, on behalf of the university
community, for Friday night’s disruption. He has asked the community to begin planning
for a safe, open and respectful dialogue featuring Ms. Blatchford and her book.”
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Unfortunately, it appears that the University of Waterloo has learned nothing from the forcible
silencing of Ms. Blatchford.

On Wednesday March 13, 2013, campus security stood by and did nothing to prevent protesters
from shutting down a University of Waterloo event featuring local Member of Parliament
Stephen Woodworth. MP for Kitchener Centre, Mr. Woodworth had brought forward Motion
312 in the House of Commons last year, calling for a re-examination of the 400-year-old
definition of a human being in the Criminal Code of Canada. His presentation on March 13 was
about Motion 312, to be followed by questions from the audience. Mr. Woodworth was only
able to get through one third of the presentation before loud chanting and yelling prevented him
from being heard any further.

Campus security was present and refused to take any kind of action to uphold Mr. Woodworth’s
right to express his opinions at this University of Waterloo event. At
http://www.ncln.ca/blog/uwvideo/ a video shows how campus security allowed protesters to
silence ideas they disagree with, in the same way that campus security allowed Ms. Blatchford’s
ideological opponents to silence her and prevent her from speaking.

Despite campus security having allowed protesters to forcibly shut down an event last night,
Waterloo Students for Life will be going ahead with a screening of the award-winning
documentary “It’s a Girl” at 7:00 p.m. this evening, in room 308 of the J.R. Coutts Engineering
Lecture Hall (RCH). The documentary “It’s a Girl” deals with gendercide, and has been
screened by countless groups including Amnesty International.

Will those who disagree with the ideas contained in this documentary be permitted to shut down
this event tonight?

Will campus security once again stand by and watch, while protesters silence the expression of
ideas they disagree with?

I write to request that you take action to uphold the campus free speech rights of all individuals at
the University of Waterloo, including guests who have been invited to speak on campus.

If you wish to uphold the right of people on campus to speak, to listen, to discuss and to debate
than you cannot accommodate a co-existing “right” of loud disruptive protesters to shut down
events and silence the expression of ideas they disagree with.

Nobody has a “right” to prevent other people from peacefully expressing their opinions. The
right to free expression is protected by Section 2(b) of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, and is also protected by the rules, regulations, policies and principles of the University
of Waterloo. The right to free expression does not include a right to disrupt, shout down, shut
down, or silence those with whom you disagree. Those who disagree with Christie Blatchford, or
MP Steven Woodworth, or anyone else, have a right to express their opinions in a peaceful
manner, but without preventing others from speaking.

The solution is simple. Anyone who attempts to disrupt an event on your campus should be
asked by campus security to leave immediately. A disruptive protester who refuses to leave



when asked should be forcibly removed from the room, and charged with non-academic
misconduct, or with trespassing, or both.

When your campus security guards allow protesters to silence their ideological opponents, your
campus security guards violate and disregard Waterloo’s ethical behaviour policy, which states:

“The University is an autonomous community which exists to further the pursuit and
dissemination of knowledge and understanding through scholarship and teaching. The
University aims to ensure an environment of tolerance and respect and believes that the
right of individuals to advance their views openly must be upheld throughout the
University.”

Last night, some comments made by some of your security guards suggest that they believe that
free expression rights somehow include a “right” to disrupt and silence other people. If you (or
your campus security guards) recognize a “right” to disrupt and silence the speech of others, how
can the University of Waterloo further the pursuit and dissemination of knowledge and
understanding through scholarship and teaching?

If the University of Waterloo truly believes that “the right of individuals to advance their views
openly must be upheld,” how can campus security stand by and do nothing to prevent academic
discussion and intellectual debate from being disrupted and shut down?

I request that you uphold the free expression rights of those who have planned and organized the
screening of “It’s a Girl” on your campus at 7:00 p.m. this evening, as well as the free expression
rights of audience members who wish to listen and to participate in thoughtful discussion and
debate.

I also request that you apologize to Mr. Woodworth for what happened. I ask you to express
your commitment to campus free speech by re-scheduling another speaking opportunity for Mr.
Woodworth at the University of Waterloo, and providing proper security at the next event to
ensure it is not shut down by those who disagree.

Yours truly,

arpay, B.A., LL.B.
President

cc. Stephen Woodworth, MP
Christie Blatchford, National Post
Jonathan Kay, National Post
Dr. Clive Seligman, Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship



